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LO: To consistently write in the correct tense (past) 2

What do these symbols mean?

Steps to success 
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This week we are writing in the past tense

The people ran away fast.

The bakery was on fire.

People were scared.
The past tense means 

that the verb (action) is 
has already happened. It 

happened in the past.

e.g.

We are writing in chronological order

Chronological order means time order. The order in which things actually happened.

We are going to include conjunctions to extend our sentences
Conjunctions are words that link words, phrases and clauses together in a sentence.

but so and

because when if

that

e.g.
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Let's recap the events that happened during the Great Fire of London 
Think back to what we learned in History yesterday, see if you can put 

these events in chronological order...
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Answers!

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7. 8. 9.
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The Great Fire of London started on the morning 
of Sunday 2nd September 1666 when a tiny 
spark flew out of a bread oven. Thomas 

Farynor didn't notice the spark because he is 
asleep. Everyone was scared but they tried to 
put out the fire with bucket of water from the 

Thames. Finally the fire ended and people were 
safe. The flames got so big that people can 

barely see through them. The lead on the roof of 
St Paul's Cathedral began to melt and the flames 

began to die down.   

LO: To consistently write in the correct tense (past) 2

Let's look at this recount of the Great Fire of London.

What is good about the recount?

What could we edit to improve?
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The Great Fire of London started on the morning 
of Sunday 2nd September 1666 when a tiny 
spark flew out of a bread oven. Thomas 

Farynor didn't notice the spark because he is 
asleep. Everyone was scared but they tried to 

put out the huge fire with buckets of cold water 
from the Thames. Finally the fire ended and 
people were safe. The flickering flames got so 
big that people can barely see through them. 

The lead on the roof of St Paul's Cathedral began 
to melt and the flames began to die down.   

LO: To consistently write in the correct tense (past) 2

Let's look at this recount of the Great Fire of London.

What is good about the recount?

Answers!

• Good use of 
conjunctions

• Mostly in chronological 
order

• Mostly correct past 
tense verbs

• Some good adjectives 
to add description
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The Great Fire of London started on the morning 
of Sunday 2nd September 1666 when a tiny 
spark flew out of a bread oven. Thomas 

Farynor didn't notice the spark because he is 
asleep. Everyone was scared but they tried to 

put out the huge fire with buckets of cold water 
from the Thames. Finally the fire ended and 
people were safe. The flickering flames got so 
big that people can barely see through them. 

The lead on the roof of St Paul's Cathedral began 
to melt and the flames began to die down.   

LO: To consistently write in the correct tense (past) 2

Let's look at this recount of the Great Fire of London.
Answers!

• Some verbs are in the 
wrong tense that need 
editing

• One sentence is in the 
wrong place and 
doesn't fit in 
chronological order

What could we edit to improve?
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Today you are going to be doing some shared writing about what 
happened during the Great Fire of London. 

Use your story map from History (or use the previous slides) to 
help you write in chronological order.

'Shared writing' means working with a 
friend / adult / sibling to think of sentence 

ideas together, then practising writing 
them down on whiteboards / scrap paper. 
The purpose is to practise the skills of 
writing, as well as generate some ideas, 
before we record formally in our books 

tomorrow.
The focus this week is on past 
tense, so make sure your verbs 

are past tense verbs!

The past tense means 
that the verb (action) is 
has already happened. It 

happened in the past.

Remember to use conjunctions 
to extend your sentences.

if
when

because
that

Subordinating 
conjunctions

and
but

or

Coordinating 
conjunctions

so

On Sunday, the fire started because a tiny spark flew out of the 
bread oven. The flames grew tall and spread quickly, so people 
ran for their lives to safety.

E.g.
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